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Claim Objections 

1. Claims 19, and 20 are. objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 
19 and 20 are identical, please cancel claim 20. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. For a computer program to perform its claimed 
functions, it should be stored in a computer readable medium, so that the program could 
be run by the computer. Examiner suggests following change of the preamble: "A 
computer readable medium for facilitating voice signatures". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,534 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2626 

5. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smithies et al., (US Patent 6,091 ,835). 

As per claims 1,11, and 17, Smithies et al., teach a method for facilitating voice 
signatures, the method comprising: 

identifying a document to be signed ("information relating to a document"; col. 8, 
line 18); 

creating a speakable identifier summarizing the contents of the document 
("presents certain information relating to a document in an organized, sequential 
manner"; col. 8, lines 17 - 20); 

creating a voice script including the speakable identifier ("voice recording the 
declaration of intention"; col. 34, lines 49 - 51); 

using the voice script and the document to be signed to facilitate the creation of a 
voice signature ("voice or multimedia recordings signature"; col. 8, lines 31 - 35; col7, 
lines 42 - 50). 

As per claim 2, Smithies et al., further disclose identifying an electronic record 
containing one or more details of a transaction ("statement file"; col.8, lines 30 - 35). 

As per claim 3, Smithies et al., further disclose identifying an electronic record 
containing a document to be acknowledged ("presents certain information relating to a 
document"; col.12, lines 14 - 16; col.8, lines 15 - 18). 
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As per claims 4, and 18, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a 
cryptographic hash of the document ("cryptographic means"; col. 7, lines 64, and 65; 
col. 35, line 36). 

As per claims 5, 19, and 20, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a 
checksum of the document (col. 35, line 36). 

As per claim 6, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a message digest of 
the document (col.24, lines 22 - 24). 

As per claim 7, Smithies et al., further disclose creating instructions using the 
voice script such that the instructions enable a signer to create a voice signature (" 
instructions from the client application to determine the types of authentication to be 
used during any affirmation process"; col.13, lines 7-10). 

As per claims 8, and 12, Smithies et al., further disclose forwarding the 
instructions and the document to the signer ("presenting a text or aural instruction"; 
col. 8, lines 1 5 - 20; col.33, lines 39 - 42). 

As per claims 9, and 13, Smithies et al., further disclose that instructions and the 
document are forwarded to the signer electronically ("electronic signatures"; col. 7, line 
40). 
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As per claims 10, and 14, Smithies et al., further disclose that hardcopies of the 
instructions and the document are forwarded to the singer ("message displayed to the 
affirming party"; col. 8, lines 47, and 48). 

As per claim 15, Smithies et al., further disclose that recording a user reading the 
voice script is performed using a microphone (col.43, line 21). 

As per claim 16, Smithies et al., further disclose recording a user reading the 
voice script is performed using an interactive voice response system ('record of the 
affirming party's interaction with the system"; col. 13, lines 49 - 51). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Khan et al., (US Patent 6,401 ,206) teach a method and apparatus for binding 
electronic impressions made by digital identities to documents. 

Ginter et al., (US Patent 5,910, 987) teach systems and methods for secure 
transaction management and electronic rights protection. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonard Saint-Cyr whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4247. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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